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412 THE CAMBRO-BRITON. 

become natural to us (as it was usual with them) to confine all 
our learning to our own heads, and let posterity shift for them- 
selves, as we have done before them. 

Donnington, May 7, 1752. Goronwy Owen. 



LETTERS ON BRECKNOCKSHIRE. 



LETTER I. 

Name of the County — Its General Features — Inbabitantt — 
Tmcns — Rivers — 2%e Usk. 



TO THE EDITOR OF THE CAMBRO-BEITON. 

Sir, — Last summer you were pleased to insert my Letters oit 
Radnorshire *, I now send you letters on the contiguous county 
of Brecon or Brecknock, which is supposed to derive its name 
from Prince Brychan, whereas previously to his time it was 
known under the name of Garthmadrin, or Garthmathrin. 
Brychan was the son of Aulach, an Hibernian prince, who 
had married Marchell, the sole heir of her father Tudric and 
by right of whom the lordship of Garthmathrin came to the 
prince, who gave it its present name towards the beginning of 
the fifth century. Much is said of the prolific family of 
Brychan, most of whom were promoters of Christianity and 
devoted to a religious life *. 

The county of Brecon is but small, and contains a good deal 
of upland and mountainous tracts, with a considerable portion 
of arable and pasture land, part of which is very good. This 
admixture of hill and dale gives a diversified aspect to the sce- 
nery, forming that kind of romantic appearance admired by 
travellers and tourists, which this county possesses perhaps 
equally with any in South Wales, excepting Monmouthshire, 
which exceeds any county in the picturesque and sublime, soft- 
ened by the milder features of general fertility and fine wood- 

• See vol. ii. p. 452. We feel much indebted to our esteemed corres. 
pendent for these Letters. We have received eight, four of which appear 
in this Number, and the remainder shall be inserted in our next. — ^Ed. 

t See "Hora Britannicae," vol. ii. p. lOT, and Jones's Brecknockshire. 
[For a Triad relating to Biyckan see vol. i, of the Cambro-Briton, p. 
J».— Ed.] 
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lands. The inhabitants of Brecknockshire are active, ardent, 
and industrious, and in a progressive state of civilization, the 
county being intersected by good roads, a navigable canal, and 
a rail-way. The town of Brecon, or Aberhonddy, is well si- 
tuated in the centre of the county, the other towns are small ; 
Hay, on the junction of the county with Radnorshire or Here- 
fordshire, built on the edge of the former county ; Trecastle on 
the Carmarthen road, and the pleasant town of Crickhowel on 
the Monmouth road. 

The principal rivers are the Wye and the Usk; the former 
runs down from Rayader, having its source near to that of tlie 
Severn, in Plynlymon, and parts the counties of Radnor and 
Brecon from nearly the extremity of the latter on the north-west 
to the confines of Herefordshire. The Usk takes its rise at the 
western extremity of the county and runs by Brecon, where it 
receives the streams of Tarall and Honddy, and, then increasing 
as it proceeds eastward, it passes Crickhowel, soon after which, 
receiving the Grwynau and other streams, it enters Monmouth- 
shire, by which time it becomes a fine river, though inferior to 
the Wye. It runs by the town of Usk or Brynbica, and passes 
through Caerleon, the ancient seat of Arthur's glory, the Silu- 
rian capital : it then becomes navigable, and from thence to 
Newport, and seven miles below, where it loses itself in the 
Bristol Channel, it forms a fine estuary, capable of conveying 
vessels of the largest burden, far superior to the Avon at 
Bristol. 

Of the different parts of the county, its scenery, and pecu- 
liarities, with a description of the county town I shall take 
farther notice in my next, partly from local knowledge and 
partly from the ingenious history of Mr. Theophilus Jones, a 
name familiar to all lovers of Cambrian literature. 

I am. Sir, respectfully, 

Ieuan. 



LETTER II. 

Hay — Glashury — Scenery on the Wye — Country Seats. 

Sir, — I shall begin my description of Brecknockshire on the 
north-east, where you enter the county either by crossing the 
Wye from Radnorshire over a good- stone bridge, or from the 



